
 
 

   

                    
                

                
                

                 
    

                
                

                 
                     
                  

  

     
              
               

          

                
                
                   
              

  

               
                

                  

            
                 
                 

   

 
              

               
               

                 
                 
      

               
             

KMS Newsletter

April 2021 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

We are so excited to have our students back in the building! This is the third of four KMS Newsletters for 
the 2020-2021 school year. As a faculty and staff we enjoy sharing all of the wonderful accomplishments, 
academic topics and opportunities your students experience here at KMS. Faculty and staff have taken some time 
to share happenings and upcoming news for each team. There are also sections for special area subjects, the KMS 
Support Team, school clubs and school wide initiatives. Once again, thank you for all you do and your continued 
support throughout these challenging times. 

This school year we will continue with our Family Advisory Committee meetings. We truly value your time 
and collaboration to provide the best educational experience for our students. Please keep an eye out for our end 
of the year parent surveys. Our K12 Insight Survey was pushed out this week, via email from east@k12insight. 
There will also be an end of the year survey as well. Interested in joining our committee? Please join us at our next 
online meeting . Look for the link on our Lansingburgh Facebook page and also on the KMS PTA page. 

KMS Team Information 

6th Grade- Blue and Orange Teams 
In Social Studies, students recently finished our study of Ancient Greece. As a culmination to this unit, students 
completed a creative and colorful slide presentation on one of the Greek gods or goddesses. We currently are 
studying Ancient Rome and learning about the beginning of the Roman Republic. 

In science class, students have been learning about the human impact on our environment. The students have read a 
variety of resources and completed collaborative notes on the topic in break out rooms. We have encouraged our 
students to share their ideas and identify ways to mitigate our impact on our planet. In this unit the students are 
learning the causes, effects, and possible solutions for climate change through a variety of videos, articles, class 
discussions, and activities. 

In ELA, students have been working with nonfiction texts. We have used articles on topics including Malala and 
Alcatraz. With these texts, students have reviewed text features, determined the main idea and used the text to 
locate supporting details. Our next unit is Urban Fiction. In this unit, students will work on identifying motifs and 
themes. 

In Math, students have been busy finding the area and perimeter of rectangles, parallelograms, triangles and 
trapezoids. They practiced using formulas and substituting in values in order to solve. Additionally, students were 
introduced to irregular shapes where they were tasked with finding missing sides. Next, we will look at finding the 
volume of rectangular prisms. 

Yellow Team 
In ELA, students are completing their memoirs for our Narrative Writing unit. Students are “Leveling Up” their writing 
by learning powerful craft writing moves from mentor authors and texts. We are observing these texts as “readers” 
to focus our comprehension and understanding, and then reading the texts as “writers” where we will examine the 
craft moves and apply them to our writing. We ask families to encourage their students to “try hard things.” Some 
may feel intimidated about writing, but we are promoting a “can do” mentality. Thank you in advance for partnering 
with us to help support each child. 

In Social Studies, the goal is to increase essay writing and improve those writing skills. We will complete the 
Constitution Unit and move towards Manifest Destiny, Westward Expansion and the creation of even more Sectional 



                   
      

               
                   
                    
                

                   
               

     
                 

         
                 

                

               
                 
             

 
              

                  
             
                 

      

               
                  
              

            
                
               

                    
          

               
                 
             

                   
               

     
                 

         
                 

                

 
                  

                 
       

differences. We will examine the reform movements and the Civil War. Our goal is to touch on the Reconstruction of 
the United States after the Civil War 

In Science we are currently finishing up our unit on Body systems. Students have been working hard to understand 
what all cells need to stay alive (energy) and how all the body systems work together to make sure our cells have 
what they need. Our next unit will be about genetics. This is a fun unit because students will see how traits are 
passed down from generation to generation and will hopefully be able to connect this to their real life. 

In Math we just finished the Percents unit. We learned how to find the percent of a number, and use that to find and 
solve real world math problems. The students learned how to find: mark-ups, discounts, sales tax, and tip. The 
students are currently exploring problems involving probability. 
The students in Group 5 recently finished the probability unit, and moved into the circles unit. They are currently 
learning how to find the area and circumference of a circle. 
In our math class, we use many digital resources such as IXL, Edulastic, EdPuzzle, Quizizz, and Prodigy. We also use 
Google Slides to complete our interactive notes for each topic and we use Google Forms to complete the daily 
warm-ups. 

In Resource, we have been working on supporting the students as they have returned to in person learning. We 
continue to work with our remote learners as we transition into our new learning environments. We have worked 
improving our reading and writing stamina, as well as developing stronger math problem solving skills. 

Green Team 
In Social Studies, with the adjustments to in-person and remote students we are trying to find the balance necessary 
for both sets of students. The goal is to increase essay writing and improve those writing skills. We will complete the 
Constitution Unit and move towards Manifest Destiny, Westward Expansion and the creation of even more Sectional 
differences. We will examine the reform movements and the Civil War. Our goal is to touch on the Reconstruction of 
the United States after the Civil War 

In Science, we are wrapping up our Body Systems unit. Students learned about how all the various organ systems 
work together to keep us alive. We will soon be starting our exciting Genetics unit, where students will learn how 
traits are passed down. With the warmer weather, we are looking forward to going outside! 

In ELA students recently finished the Memoir Writing Unit. Students utilized their Chromebooks to type their rough 
drafts on Google Slides. They revised and edited their memoir rough drafts using skills learned in our daily mini 
lessons. After concluding this writing unit, we started the NonFiction Reading Unit and a new nonfiction read aloud 
text. This read aloud text will be used as our mentor text in our daily mini lessons. We are very excited to continue 
reading our new read aloud text and for this new unit! 

In Resource, we have been working on supporting the students as they have returned to in person learning. We 
continue to work with our remote learners as we transition into our new learning environments. We have worked 
improving our reading and writing stamina, as well as developing stronger math problem solving skills. 

In Math we just finished the Percents unit. We learned how to find the percent of a number, and use that to find and 
solve real world math problems. The students learned how to find: mark-ups, discounts, sales tax, and tip. The 
students are currently exploring problems involving probability. 
The students in Group 5 recently finished the probability unit, and moved into the circles unit. They are currently 
learning how to find the area and circumference of a circle. 
In our math class, we use many digital resources such as IXL, Edulastic, EdPuzzle, Quizizz, and Prodigy. We also use 
Google Slides to complete our interactive notes for each topic and we use Google Forms to complete the daily 
warm-ups. 

White Team 
In Social Studies we are just finishing up our wonderful unit on the Roaring 20’s. Next we will transition to the hard 
days of the Great Depression; we will continue to compare the 1920’s to the 1930’s. We have been working on 
multiple step questions and reading comprehension during this unit. 



                    
                  

               
     

                
                  

            
                    

                
 
             

                
               

    

 
                  

               
               
                 
        

                   
                    

    
                 

                
        

              
               

             

 
                

            

             
                   

                
             

               
                   

                
           

  

                
               
            
                

      

In Resource class we are celebrating Earth Day, April 22, 2021. We are working on making up assignments that are 
incomplete or overdue. We are entering the last marking period, and the days will zoom by. We have to make the 
most of our time in school. We are working toward meeting our learning targets, especially solving multi-step word 
problems, and making inferences from text. 
In math we are moving past volume of 3-D shapes and into the difference between linear and non linear functions. 
Up until now the students have only been exposed to linear math examples, so this unit is a great opportunity for 
them to see how some things in life are non linear and explore why. 
In science we are just starting our “Force and Motion” unit. This is a great unit with a lot of real life connections and 
exciting demos to do. Looking forward to the warmer weather to incorporate as much fresh air into learning science 
as possible! 
In ELA, we have recently completed our Narrative Writing unit where students learned and implemented various 
modes of storytelling to create a personal narrative of their own. We are currently working on our independent 
reading skills as well as our argumentative writing skills in ELA. Please encourage your student to practice their 
independent reading skills at home! 

Maroon Team 
In Science we are finishing up our “Force and Motion” unit. The next unit we will be working on is Chemistry of 
Matter. It should be a good one with lots of experiments and demonstrations to show and do. 
In ELA we are beginning our Argumentative Writing Unit. Students will be researching a specific topic of their choice 
that consists of opposing views and choosing a side that they plan to argue in their writing. Students will support 
their arguments using their research analysis and valid textual evidence. 
In Social Studies we are finishing up our Unit on World War 2 through April and May will have us learning about The 
Cold War and the Civil Rights Movement of the 60’s and 70’s. We will work on one more essay assignment and major 
project before Memorial Day Break. 
In Math we just finished our transformations unit. The next unit we will be working on is finding the volume of 
cylinders, prisons, pyramids, and spheres. We will also be solving for other variables if we are given the volume, 
such as the radius and height of certain figures! 
In Technology we just finished up Quarter 3, students made electric circuits and actual games like pong and 
baseball. Students also made one example of each simple machine using Kinex. We learned about the various shapes 
that buildings are made of using magnetic building sticks. It was a great third quarter. 

Red Team 
In Science we are finishing up Marking Period 3. We are also putting the finishing touches on our “Chemistry of 
Matter” Unit. We will then transfer our knowledge of matter to our next unit...Density! 

In Spanish Exploration students have learned numbers 0-100, weather terms, days of the week and months of the 
year to finish out Quarter 3. For Quarter 4 we will be moving on to basic conversation terms followed by learning to 
express likes and dislikes of food and activities in Spanish. To help us learn the materials students have participated 
in Google Drawing Activities, Google Form practice assessments, and listening activities such as videos and read 
alouds in the target language. Students have also completed Edpuzzles and love to participate in Gimkit and Blooket 
to help build their Spanish vocabulary. We are off to a great start and students are making a great effort! It is 
important for students to attend class. Classes are every other day (A/C Days and B/D Days.) Students will receive 
either a satisfactory or unsatisfactory for the elective rather than a letter grade. 

Special Area Subjects 

Music 
In Music, students just completed a unit on the Blues. Students finished the unit by writing a 12-bar blues 
with Chord structure and lyrics and then were given the opportunity to have their piece performed. For the 
4th quarter, students will continue their journey through American Popular and Roots music. Students 
begin each class with a listening assignment and then learn about key figures, places, and genres in the 
evolution of American Popular music from 1910-present. 

Technology 



                
               

                
                

               

  
         
                
              
       
                 
        

         
             

        

                  
                  

                 
            

                
                      

                
          

                        
                   

                 
   

                    
                    

                 
              
                 

               

  
                 

              
                

                 

 
             

             
             

In Technology we just finished up Quarter 3, students made electric circuits and actual games like pong and 
baseball. We worked on series and parallel circuits. Students also made one example of each simple machine using 
Kinex. We learned about the various shapes that buildings are made of using magnetic building sticks. We also 
completed a unit of computer programming where students solved puzzles by writing their own code. It was a great 
third quarter and great to be back in person. Remote students did amazing participating from a distance. 

FACS,Health & P.E. 
6th Grade PE, here are some reminders for daily work and expectations: 
-Each day you have PE you are expected to complete assignments and materials posted in the Classwork section of 
your Google Classroom, and remote students must sign into the Google Meet for attendance and instructions(link is 
posted at the top of the Google Classroom). 
-Each week, students must fill out a Weekly Physical Activity Log, due by Friday. They are required to complete at 
least 20 minutes of Physical activity each day (Mon-Fri). 
-In person students, please come prepared with sneakers every gym day! 
-Coach Wilson will post announcements on the Google Classroom Stream everyday with that day’s class 
information. 
-If you have any questions, please email Coach Wilson, jwilson@lansingburgh.org 

FACS- In 7th grade Yellow Team FACS we finished up our Fast Food and Wellness Units. The Yellow Team FACS 
students will be moving onto Art for the 4th marking period.The Green Team will start FACS at the beginning of the 
4th marking period. It is important that the Green Team FACS students are present for class and complete their FACS 
Work in Google Classroom. If you have any questions please email me at mloatman@lansingburgh.org 

Art 
In Art, the seventh grade Green Team wrapped up the quarter with the popular google drawing assignments and did 
an amazing job. It is so fun to watch and see the talented work that can be done digitally. The green team was 
amazing this third quarter and did an amazing job transitioning back to school and catching up on some 
assignments, and putting their best efforts forward. I will miss you guys! 

To the yellow team: I am so excited to see you guys for the last quarter of the school year! I am looking forward to 
working with all of you and seeing what we can accomplish together. We will review the elements of art and work 
on projects both digitally and in our sketchbooks! Get those creative minds ready! Be on the lookout for the google 
classroom invites coming soon! 

Spanish
In 8th grade Spanish we finished up our school unit with telling time and learning our numbers to 100. We will have a 
2 week unit on the verbs ser and estar and then will move onto our Going Places unit. The material will be moving 
quickly as the end of the year approaches. It is important students are present for class and complete their Spanish 
Work Time assignments. To help us learn the various topics students will continue to complete reading, listening, 
writing and speaking tasks. Students are able to retake any unit tests and are encouraged to study and practice with 
all of the materials found in Google Classroom. If you have any questions please email me at 
kdebrosky@lansingburgh.org 

Library Skills 2
6th graders are digging a bit deeper in Library Skills this quarter. We are building on our research skills using 
databases, Rosen Interactive Books, and online newspapers. We are building on our literature skills by reading 
various genres and silently reading daily. We are working on our writing skills by journaling after listening to our 
“first chapter Friday” books and in place of a final exam, students have a literature review project of their choice. 

KMS Clubs 
Student Council just recently hosted a spring school spirit. Pictures were posted on social media and the 
Lansingburgh website. We are continuing to have meetings monthly virtually starting at 2:30pm. Students can find 
information out about when meetings are by listening to morning announcements and checking our google 

mailto:jwilson@lansingburgh.org
mailto:mloatman@lansingburgh.org
mailto:kdebrosky@lansingburgh.org


 

                  
      

 
             
                 
          

               

       
     
    

   

     
             

              
             

             

          
               
              
              

classroom page. 

8th Grade Class: We are excited to be looking forward to warmer days ahead this spring! Keep a lookout for some 
new events we may have coming up! 

Support Team 
The Support Team conducted whole classroom lessons this month to discuss the topic of community violence. It 
was incredible to hear how the students feel about the topic and what ideas they have to better their community. 
We continue to support students academically and social-emotionally through individual counseling sessions, 
home visits and connecting families to community support. Below is a list of resources available to Lansingburgh 
families: 

Virtual Tutoring through Tutor Time: 518-276-3098/ pipelineprograms@rpi.edu for more information. 
Rensselaer County COVID Relief Navigator: 518-410-8292 
Rensselaer County Mental Health: 518-270-2800 
CEO Food Bank: 518-272-6012 

School Wide Initiatives/ Announcements/ Upcoming Events 
KMS Climate Committee has launched an “Acts of Knightness” campaign in our building. This campaign promotes 
students to show “knightness acts'' throughout their daily lives. When a student is “caught” showing acts of 
Knightness they will receive recognition for these acts on morning announcements. After getting caught 5 times 
students will receive their name on a 4 foot sword for their respective grade level. 

The KMS/LHS PTSA - The PTSA is working on the Yearbook. 
Family Advisory Committee (FAC)- The next FAC meeting will be held virtually on Thursday, May 20th at 6 pm. 
Quarter 3 Ongoing Student Survey- Students will be taking their online survey via the school issued Chromebooks. 
Teachers will be providing a link in science class for any students using a personal device. 

"KMS, along with the community, values equity, strives for excellence, and prides itself on 

student achievement while providing a safe environment, where students become active 

citizens by displaying respect and demonstrating responsibility.” 

mailto:pipelineprograms@rpi.edu

